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S CONSTITUTION E

FIRST AMENDMENT OVERVIEW
PART 1

In the First Amendment Overview Part 1, National Constitution Center President and
CEO Jeffrey Rosen and U.S. Supreme Court Associate Justice Elena Kagan tell the story of the
First Amendment. They provide the background and historical context of the First Amendment.

In the chart below, answer the following questions to help shape your understanding of
the historical context of the First Amendment.

Who wrote the First Amendment? Why was the First Amendment written?

What is protected by the First Amendment? Where was the First Amendment written?

When was the First Amendment written? How does the First Amendment protect
the thoughts, expression, and conscience
of people?
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James Madison drew from many historical sources when crafting the First Amendment.
He wanted to ensure that thought, expression, and conscience were protected by the
words of the First Amendment.

In the puzzle pieces below, use the information from the video and Writing Rights interactive
from the National Constitution Center (http://constitutionalrights.constitutioncenter.org/app/
home/writing) to illustrate how the writing of others influenced the text of the First Amendment.

What does the First Amendment protect?
Write in your answers below.

=

THE PUZZLE OF THE FIRST AMENDMENT

How did the ideas of others influence the writing?

4. VA DECLARATION _
OF RIGHTS 5. MADISON-MEMORIAL 6. MADISON
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After reviewing the video and notes, write an extended response answering the question:

How do the freedoms enshrined in the First Amendment represent the core elements
of American democracy?
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